PRESS RELEASE
EXHIBITION “CALLIGRAPHY AS PROCESS. FROM EAST
ASIA THE MIDDLE EAST, NORTH AFRICA, EUROPE AND
THE AMERICAS”
IN GARAGE COSMOS (BRUSSELS)
2/2/18 > 31/3/18
From 2 February until 31 March 2018, Garage Cosmos (Brussels) presents a new
exhibition that is completely dedicated to contemporary Belgian and international
calligraphy. The exhibition, which is entitled « Calligraphy as process », presents a
selection of works by artists who want to rethink calligraphy's visual aspects by
proposing a new form.
With work by: Nasrollah Afjei (1933), Mirtha Dermisache (1940-2012), Christian
Dotremont (1922-1979), Jean- Pierre Gillard (1948), Gu Wenda (1955), Brion Gysin
(1916-1986), Isidore Isou (1925-2007), Rachid Koraïchi (1947), Lee In (1959), Lee Ufan
(1936), Qiu Zhijie (1969), Qu Leilei (1951), Roland Sabatier (1942), Alain Satié (19442011), Takahashi Shohachiro (1933), Keith Sonnier (1941), Jacques Spacagna (19361990), Serge Vandercam (1924-2005), Charles Hossein Zenderoudi (1937).
Calligraphy as an art work

Contemporary artists have reintroduced painting into calligraphy, others poetry, in a
conceptual or even destructive way, engaging with certain aspects to rediscover
beautiful writing, the Greek etymology of calligraphy. Their artistic choices reflect
aesthetic, literary and philosophical considerations that are specific to each of the
cultural traditions of which they are the heirs. Because calligraphy has lost its
immediate use as a means of communication the rules which presided over it have
become outdated and its artistic potential can take on new and unprecedented
directions: plural, multiple forms of writing, graphic as well as symbolic modes of
communication, the appearance of pictorial languages without meaning or pseudoscriptural under the appearance of pseudo-writing, or unreadable writing; in any case
several possible readings, preventing one linear or singular reading. The surpassing
as such of the limitations of a system of signs generates contemplative reflection.
The new procedures established by these artists allow for the narrow framework of

the autochthonous spectator, who belongs to the same culture as the producer, to be
enlarged, and thus they open the works to an audience beyond the borders marked
by the difference in languages of the transmitter (the artist) and the receiver (the
audience). This exhibition of works signals an interest for a universal language and
allows that which was only tradition to take place in contemporary art. A culture of
contemporary calligraphic art is thereby constructed and put forth.
About the venue

Garage Cosmos is an art space in Uccle (Brussels). Since 2012, it organises exhibitions
with works from a private collection. The collection consists of artists that were active
in the 50s, 60s and 70s with a strong representation of artists from lettrism, conceptual
art and support/surfaces.
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