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Albedo, the MAC’s summer exhibition, came about through
an invitation extended to the Belgian artists Ann Veronica
Janssens and Jean Glibert to create a device that enables visitors
to take part in an experience of an aesthetic nature without
getting bogged down in the material objects of art. Freed
from the works and habitual presentation accoutrements, the
exhibition gives the two artists the chance to freely engage
in a dialogue with the museum’s unembellished architecture
and natural light, thus highlighting one of the specific features
of the MAC’s: a space imbued with the architecture designed
by Pierre Hebbelinck to resist, amongst other things, the
architectural gesture laid down by Bruno Renard a century
earlier, when he created the Grand-Hornu site. Designed
in dialogue with Denis Gielen, the museum’s director, the
exhibition will therefore be an opportunity to draw attention
to the originality of the architecture, but also and not without
a certain malice, to provoke it. To do this, Jean Glibert and Ann
Veronica Janssens infuse it with their know-how in terms of
light, colour and space, allowing their gestures to respond,
complement and reflect one another like the albedo, the value
corresponding to the reflective power of material.
To initiate this reflection, we first discover Glitter (created
by Ann Veronica Janssens in 2015), a heap of coloured glitter
scattered directly over the ground by a kick from the artist,
interacting with the large, reflective varnished surface
that Jean Glibert has attached to the wall. These presages
of a conversation between painting and sculpture, colour
and material, architecture and movement, herald the two
large-scale “gestures” interposed by the artists further on
in the exhibition. These are the immense coloured form, “a
huge slat of colour”, which Jean Glibert introduced into the
museum space first of all and which highlights some of the
building’s specific features, such as the technical prowess of
having created a ceiling spanning over 40 metres in length.
Sensitively, this artist who presents himself as a “painter
of buildings” nevertheless teaches us how to see the space
in another way, orienting our view in its curious layers and
hidden corners, whilst also modifying our perception through
the precise addition of colour. This invitation to take a stroll,
this pure coloured surface traverses the space, unconcerned
by the walls which confine it, and thus takes possession of
the expanse. Alongside this proposal are seven bicycles with
engraved aluminium hubcaps, which Ann Veronica Janssens
has placed at the public’s disposal.
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By using them, spectators will not only experience physically
the air and the circulation of light in the engraved discs, but
also Jean Glibert’s coloured fresco that is perceived at another
rhythm.
Through their works which although similar, owing to
their abstract qualities, nevertheless retain their specific
characteristics, Ann Veronica Janssens and Jean Glibert
assemble here the ideal conditions for a sensory and/or
aesthetic experience to take place, which will perhaps make
the public more alert to comparable events that arise in their
everyday environments.
Calling for a sort of dematerialisation of the exhibition principle
in Albedo, the MAC’s has brought together two artists whose
practice tends to question or even pulverise space by investing
it with their minimal interventions. In this way, they invite
the museum and the public alike to free themselves from
material, tyrannical objects, for the space of one summer, and
devote themselves fully to the intimate, physical, aesthetic
experience of a given space through colour and light.
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Ann Veronica Janssens,untiteld (blue glitters)2015. Photo Dirk Pauwels, courtesy SMAK

Press release

Maison d habitation
Architecture Patrick David et Frédérique Leblan
Crédit photographique©Jean Glibert

Unité d Habitation «Le Corbusier»
Crédit photographique©Jean Glibert
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ABOUT THE MAC’S

Site du Grand-Hornu
Rue Sainte-Louise, 82
B-7301 Hornu
Communication Department :

President :
Claude Durieux
Management :
Denis Gielen
Adress :
Site du Grand-Hornu
Rue Sainte-Louise, 82
BE-7301 Hornu (à proximité de Mons)

Maïté Vanneste

Phone : +32(0)65/65.21.21
Fax: +32(0)65/61.38.91
E-mail : accueil.site@grand-hornu.be

maite.vanneste@grand-hornu.be

Timetable :
Every day from 10am to 6pm, except Mondays, 25th Dcember
and 1st January.

Telephone :
00.32(0)65.61.38.53
E-mail :

Press Agency :

Hélène Van den Wildenberg
Caracas Public Relations
Telephone :
00.32(0)4.349.14.41
Mobile :
00.32(0)495.22.07.92
E-mail :

info@caracascom.com

Tariffs :
- Combined ticket for Grand-Hornu site/ MAC’s / CID : 8€
- Group rate (15 people minimum) ou reduced rate : 5€
- School group : 2€
- Free for children under 6 and chaperones of school groups.
Guided Tours :
- 50€ for a group of up to 25 people during the week
- 60€ for a group of up to 25 people on the weekend
Reservations : +32(0)65/61.38.81

www.mac-s.be

Access :
To reach the Grand-Hornu by road from motorway E19 BrusselsParis, take exit 25 “Saint-Ghislain-Tertre-Hornu” towards SaintGhislain, Hornu. Then follow the arrows to the site entrance.
Parking is free.
The nearest train stations are in Saint-Ghislain, Mons, and
Valenciennes. From the Mons train station, you can reach the
Grand-Hornu by taking the TEC bus (lines 7 and 9 –GrandHornu stop) or a taxi. From the Saint-Ghislain train station, we
recommend taking a taxi to the museum.

